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CHURCH LETTER 

 

Dear Friends,  

  

The late Archbishop Anthony Bloom of the Russian Orthodox Church told the 

story of a woman who came to see him and said, “I have been praying all my life, 

but I have never experienced God. What should I do?” He advised her to go home 

and tidy her room and sit still for twenty minutes. “And whatever you do, he 

warned her, “Don`t pray”.  So, she went home and tidied her room and sat still. 

Curiously, for the first time in a long time she discovered that she had time to look 

at her room and appreciate it and notice the colours and the items in front of her. 

She began to notice the ticking of her clock. The silence grew deeper and she felt 

herself slipping into prayer, but she knew this was the one thing she wasn`t allowed 

to do. So, she took out her knitting and what with the ticking of the clock and the 

clicking of her needles the silence grew more profound until at the heart of the 

silence she became aware of a presence….  

  

What Archbishop Bloom`s advice teaches us is how much what we call faith begins 

with `awareness` or what we sometimes call `contemplation`. People sometimes 

think this means making the mind blank, closing our eyes and shutting out the 

world to `contemplate our navel`. But on the contrary, contemplation means 

opening our eyes, becoming aware of the world and it`s all too often hidden depths. 

Someone called it, `a long loving look at the real`.  

  

This contemplative spirit, it seems to me, is a pretty indispensable gateway to 

encounter with God. It`s not so much a matter of striving to conjure up religious 

experience but becoming present. Praying, as that woman discovered, is much 

more like `paying attention`.  

  

In one of my favourite Gospel stories Jesus asked a blind beggar called Bartimaeus 

what he wanted. He replied, “I want to see again” (Mark 10.51). In one sense this 

is a statement of the obvious and yet it has a deeper significance because it`s the 

plea of someone who had lost his way, not just physically but who couldn`t see 

where his life was going. Pointedly, on being healed, Bartimaeus got up and 

followed Jesus `on the way`.  

 

So, in praying we take Archbishop Bloom`s advice and put ourselves in a place 

where we can pay attention to the world around us. With Bartimaeus we ask to 

receive the sight we need to live more fully and deeply, rather than stumble blindly 

through each day. Michael Paul Gallagher SJ says that to pray is “To relax into the 

reality of being loved by God… and rising to the realism of loving like Christ”.  

Every Blessing. Mark 
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NEWS FROM ST. MICHAEL'S 

 

As I look back to Christmas at St. Michael's it is with lasting pleasure.  We had 

it all.  The Church beautifully decorated, carols sung with meaning, gusto and a 

sense of worship at the right time.  But above all it was the happiness of all who 

came - 240 to the Carol Service (which all but overwhelmed us) and 170 on 

Christmas Day.  Joy all round. 

 

Insight   

Given the analytical approach that we are now taking for this series of Services 

with a Difference, we are giving them the title of 'Insight'.  So, Insight in February 

is once again no more than a film.  It has the title 'Unlocking the Mystery of 

Life' and thanks to the relatively new research methods of micro-biochemistry it is 

able to demonstrate the amazing complexity of life.  The computer animation it 

gives of the nucleus of the living cell - the DNA molecule and its genetic code - is 

extraordinary.  Again, it poses the question 'Does this come about through blind 

chance or intelligent design?'  and leaves you to make up your own mind.  The film 

lasts for just over the hour and will be shown in Inkpen Church on Sunday 

February 23rd at 9.45am.  For those who would like it, coffee is served afterwards. 

 

Mothering Sunday 

Plenty of notice that this special service is on Sunday March 22nd at 9.45.  As 

always, we will have posies ready for children to give to their mothers accompanied 

by the thanks they so richly deserve. 

 

The New Churchyard 

It is often a matter of comment about how well our Churchyards are kept.  This, 

with many thanks, is down principally to our two Voluntary Mowers - Ian Bowyer 

for the Old Churchyard by the Church and Andy Abraham for the New Churchyard 

up the lane.  After more than ten years, Andy is standing down.  So, if anyone 

would be on to take his place we would be very grateful - good equipment is 

provided.  If you are interested give me a ring on 01488 668375. 

G.A. 

 

NEWS FROM THE VILLAGE HALL 

 

Happy new year to you all.  We do hope you had a fun and peaceful Christmas and 

looking forward to a fun, healthy, prosperous 2020 

 

We will update you soon on all the new development sat the village hall but, in the 

meantime, would like to give you notice of an exciting new yoga class. Although 

this started on Tuesday 7th January you can join mid-term. The classes run from 
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6.30-7.30pm.  Ladies and Gents most welcome.  This will be a trial session at the 

cost of £5.  Thereafter, six sessions are £50, or you can pay as you go at £10 per 

session.  The instructor is Susie Wilkinson and she comes with 15 years’ 

experience.  More details below or you can contact Susie on her email: 

mindbodyyoga21@gmail.com or call on 07921422029.  Welcome Susie!  

 

We would also like to take this opportunity to give our departing yoga instructor, 

Inga Craven, many thanks for the very many years of excellent Yoga tuition she 

gave to residents of Inkpen.  We will miss you and wish you very well in your 

retirement.  

 

It’s so convenient to still have fitness activities available within the village and 

especially for those who cannot easily get to town or afford expensive gym 

memberships so do take advantage and help keep your village hall active and 

viable.   

 

 
H.B. 

STITCH AND KNIT 

 

The first S&K meeting of the year was well attended with lots of chattering and tea 

drinking as well as sewing, knitting and rug making!  If you haven't been along 

before and want to give us a try, do join us on Wednesday 5th February at 7.30pm 

in Inkpen Village Hall.  You will be very welcome and all we ask is £2 to cover 

the hall hire, tea and biscuits. 

For further information give me a call or drop me an email.  Jan Honey 01488 

668222 jan@honeydesign.co.uk 
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INKPEN CARPET BOWLS  

 

2020 - New Year - New Year's Resolution - Get more exercise by taking up a sport  

 

It may not be very energetic, but some would argue that it is a sport and so qualifies 

as achieving your Resolution! No skills, level of fitness or equipment is necessary 

(bowls and mat are provided by the Club.) All you need is to come armed with a 

good sense of humour. 

 

New members are always welcome. If you are unsure if this is for you why not 

come along one afternoon to give it a try. Bring your spouse/partner - the club is 

about 50/50 male/female. We meet most Thursday afternoons at 1.30pm until 

4.30pm in Inkpen Village Hall with a weekly charge of £2.00 to include tea/coffee 

and biscuits (there goes your resolution for getting fit). If you can't commit to every 

Thursday afternoon or for the full three hours don't worry as the arrangements are 

flexible.   

 

No transport? Let us know - I'm sure we can work out something. 

 

If you would like more information, please contact Sandy or Anne on  

01488 668336 or email - sandy.r.wilson@gmail.com   

 

INKPEN VILLAGE MARKET NEEDS YOU  

 

The Inkpen market has been running for more than ten years but over recent 

months, footfall has reduced considerably which has resulted in some regular 

stallholders deciding not to return in 2020. In particular we have lost the cheeseman 

who had been with us for over five years. This is a great and shame.  In order for 

the market to carry on and for new and existing stallholders to continue coming, a 

greater proportion of Inkpen needs to attend regularly.  I will see how the next 

quarter goes, but if there is no improvement in visitors, then I will have to consider 

closing the market. 

 

The February market falls on Sunday the 16th.  10.00a.m - 12.30p.m at the 

Village Hall.  This month we welcome ‘Cakes with a Difference’ as the school 

PSA will be in charge of the cake stall bringing a whole different selection this 

month - maybe some savoury items too!   By supporting the market, you will also 

be supporting the Inkpen school as this is a fundraiser for their newest 

project ‘Enhancing Outdoor Learning’.  

 

Come also for plants and bulbs, bird seed and feeders, second hand books, a 

wonderful choice of greetings cards, homemade breads, Inkpen honey, jams, 
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marmalade and chutneys, homemade soup, fish pates and vegetables in 

season.  Tea and coffee, time to chat and a one in three chance of winning 

something on the tombola! 

 

There is space at the moment for anyone wishing to take a stall, just call Josephine 

on 01488 668 068 

J.S 

 

THE 92 GROUP 

 

Inkpen 92 Group is holding the next meeting at Inkpen Sports Pavilion 

on Wednesday February 12th at 2.30 p.m.  We are resuming our theme of looking 

at our historical buildings and their history in the West Berkshire area.  

 

In February, David Peacock will be giving an illustrated talk, telling us the story 

of St Nicolas Church in Newbury.  This is the story of a church founded in the 

11th century which was completely rebuilt in the reign of Henry VIII.  Although 

altered by the Georgians, the Victorians reversed many of their changes, and the 

church remains largely a Tudor building.  It contains monuments and stained 

glass of interest and is often open to be inspected at leisure. 

Please come along and join us! All are welcome to attend the meeting and a 

donation of £2 will be requested.  

G.K 

 

THE CROWN AND GARTER GETS ROMANTIC  

  

Jane writes – “At the Crown and Garter we are getting ready for a romantic evening 

on Valentine’s night, with a beautiful menu created by our head chef who will be 

using the best seasonal and local produce. It includes some mouth-watering dishes 

including homemade chicken liver parfait, with our red onion jam and toasted 

brioche for a starter. For the main course, roasted rump of Lamb, with creamed 

leeks, hasselback potatoes and a rosemary jus. For dessert, an amazing custard 

tart with homemade garibaldi and ginger sorbet for dessert. But do remember to 

book early to avoid disappointment on 01488668325.  

 

For children, we are running our not be missed Shrove Tuesday pancake day 

special, which falls on 25th February, from 3.30pm - 5.00pm. 2 pancakes with a 

choice of toppings for £3.50 or add a baby hot chocolate for £5.50.  Please do come 

and join in the fun - it will great to see you”. 
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CAROLS ON THE GREEN  

 

Roger Hunt writes “On Wednesday December 11th, approximately 35 villagers 

gathered on the Green in Lower Green to get Christmas started in the right spirit. 

Under bright moonlight, fortified with mince pies and mulled wine, we enjoyed 

hearty singing of many favourite carols.  A collection was taken in aid of Cystic 

Fibrosis and thanks to everyone's wonderful generosity.  £350 was raised. Thanks 

to all who helped to make the evening a success.  An event to be repeated next 

year” Definitely.  

 

BOXING DAY FOOTBALL 

 

Rory MacInnes’ Willow Farm Team vs Fred Schiff from Titcombe!   Note the ref! 

 

Rory MacInnes’ Team from Willow Farm, Inkpen and Fred Schiff’s XI from 

Titcombe played an annual match on the Inkpen Playing Field on Boxing Day.  

The conditions were incredibly wet, but the pitch held up well.  

 

Rory’s side scored first with a great score from 30 yards by Theo Frayne. In 

previous years, Fred’s side have suffered from Christmas overindulgence and 

hangovers but this time they were able to turn around the score line in the second 

half to finish 2-1 to the Titcombe side with the winner coming from the boot of 

East Woodhay’s Sam Ward.  
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Rory - thanks all involved in the running and maintenance of the pitch which is a 

great asset to the village and to the Crown and Garter for their hospitality to the 

muddy players after the game. 

A. MacInnes (Ref) 

 

SCHOOL NEWS 

 

Our Headteacher, Jane Kanisius, writes: “I hope that you have all had a lovely 

Christmas and that all is set fair for a happy and successful 2020. 

 

The new year in Years 5&6 started with the delivery of a tank of baby trout from 

ARK for us to look after.  The children have taken to parenthood like a duck (or 

trout) to water and are doing a fabulous job of changing the water, feeding and 

checking all is well on a daily basis.  We look forward to releasing as many as 

possible into the River Kennet at the beginning of March 

 

This week, the children enjoyed an afternoon of road safety information and 

activities.  The highlight of the visit though, was a very large M&S lorry on the 

playground.  Using the lorry, the children were taught how much space it needed 

before it came to a stop, as well as how difficult it can be for a driver to see a child 

if they are close to the cab.  Such an interesting and fun way to deliver an important 

message. 

 

Also, this week, as I write, our Archery team are wearing the new Inkpen Primary 

School PE kit as they attend a tournament at Park House.  I am sure you will agree 

that they look very smart and we are very grateful to the Parish Council for thinking 

of us and donating the funds in order that we could buy them.  Thank you” 
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INKSPOTS EARLY YEARS PRE-SCHOOL  

 

Our setting is reasonably small, taking up to 12 children at present, and is set within 

Inkpen village primary school.  Our primary objective for children is creating a 

happy and relaxed environment, enabling them to explore and learn independently.  

Children have access to many of the school’s facilities giving them several outdoor 

spaces to play in, including nearby woodlands when doing forest school. 

 

We welcome children from their third birthday and also accept West Berkshire 

grant funding.  We are open Monday’s, Tuesday’s and Thursday’s 9am – 3pm.  We 

are flexible with sessions (half day or whole day) and can also accommodate split 

funding with other providers. 

 

We have spaces still available so if you would like to pop in and have a look round, 

please contact the school on 01488 668219 or Hannah, our Manager, on Inkspots 

mobile 07765 535391 or email inkspots@inkpen.w-berks.sch.uk  

 

PLAYING FIELD TRUST UPDATE (IMPFT) 

  

A huge thank you to Peter Kersey who spent a weekend on a digger, first, on 

Saturday clearing the woodland playground area and removing the mound in the 

existing playground ready for the roundabout and then on Sunday clearing the ditch 

at the bottom of the playing field to enable the drainage pipes to work.  Thank you 

also to Bruce Armstrong who did an enormous amount of work in preparation for 

the ditch clearing along with the help from Simon Hanna and other volunteers. 

Thanks also must go to Bob May who kindly funded the digger. 

 

The Woodland Playground: Lucy Ryan kindly spent Saturday mapping out the 

woodland playground area and worked with Peter to put a structure to the area.  

The plan now is to treat the weeds throughout the spring and summer in order to 

have the ground ready for planting in the autumn and put in place the play 

equipment if we have the required funds. If you would like more information 

regarding the plans for the Woodland Playground, please do get in touch with any 

of the IMPFT Trustees.  Apologies for the mud in the playground where the mound 

was. This is in preparation for the installation of the roundabout. 

 

The Pavilion: The amended plans (to add toilets to existing changing room area 

and referee changing room) have been submitted to West Berkshire Planning.  

Building tenders will shortly be given to four builders to quote on.  We ideally need 

to start building in April as we have two key deadlines; The Greenham Trust 

require us to start in April to meet the terms of their £65,000 match funding.  We 

also need to start then to enable the bats to be rehoused otherwise we will have to 
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delay until September.  It is therefore important that we raise the remaining 

required funds for the pavilion of £45,000.  If you can help or know of a grant that 

we can apply for please get in touch with clairejonesIMPT@gmail.com .  

Donations should be made payable to IMPF Fund Raising and sent to Claire Jones, 

Craven Hill Cottage, Craven Road, Inkpen RG17 9DY 

 

A huge thank you to Tim des Forges, who raised over £4,000 via Just Giving, for 

running 1,000 miles last year.  Thank you to all his supporters who donated so 

generously.     

 

Thank you also to those of you who bought West Berkshire Lottery tickets, this 

enabled us to qualify to apply for a grant for £500.  We were successful in our 

application and have been given £500 towards the Woodland Playground 

equipment. 

 

Junior Football:  We now have junior football available every two weeks on 

Sunday afternoon for 5-10yr olds.  If your child would like to join in, please contact 

clairejonesIMPT@gmail.com 

 

Inkpen Open Gardens: After the success of last summer’s open gardens’ day, we 

would like to do the same again this year.  If you would be interested in opening 

your garden, please do get in touch.  The date is likely to be 13th or 14th June. 

 

If you would like to receive the IMPFT Newsletter, which is sent out monthly, 

please visit the IMPFT website (impft.co.uk) and subscribe. 

 

IMPFT Trustees:  Mark Bates, Jennie Edwards, Simon Hanna, Claire Jones, Bob 

May, Moira Marriott, David Thomas 

C.J. 

FROM THE EDITOR 

 

Many thanks to all the contributors for their pieces this month – it’s wonderful to 

see so much going on in the village.  If you’re planning an event, please let us 

know.  There are many regular contributors who offer vital updates, but it would 

also be good to hear from other residents who might have a story to tell.  Perhaps 

your neighbour has lived in Inkpen or Combe for decades and is too modest to tell 

their tales.  If you’re a parent, perhaps your child(ren) can go and interview them 

and write up a piece.  We might well unearth some fascinating and valuable stories 

from days gone by.  

 

Thank you for the support from many of you as we take on this first edition and we 

hope it will live up to the standards of the past.  As ever, this bulletin is only as 
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interesting as the information we receive so do get involved; blow the cobwebs off 

the Commodore Spectrum and get creative.  

 

Copy Date.  Please could we have copy for March’s issue by 21st February 

to aliedesforges@yahoo.co.uk or ring us on 01488 668496.” 

 

KEYS FOUND - A bunch of keys was found over the Christmas period in 

Combe.  If you think they might be yours phone 01488 668474. 

 

THE GIBBET HANGOVER 

 

 
 

The packed verges outside the Crown and Garter at 10am on 4th January signaled 

the assembling of the area’s finest athletes for the infamous Gibbet Hangover – a 

4.2, 5 or 10 (and a bit) mile unmarshalled course taking in any hill that comes in 

its way. Simon Hanna, the ever efficient founder, handed out the OS maps to guide 

the way, lined up the participants against the wall, shot a photo before a Grand 

National style start released the lively Lycra-clad crowd off down the track to West 

Woodhay.  The course provides many epic views in return for climbs on road, grass 

and deep mud, including the near legendary Sheepless Hill which appears to be 

closely related to an Alp.  If there was ever a place to install a swear box it would 

be at the bottom of the hill.  

 

The descent from the Gibbet is welcomed by all but knees as the end nears. An 

excellent atmosphere in the car park greeted the finishers as stories of toil and 

adventure are shared, times written down and the continuation of Dry January put 

to bed after four long days of cold turkey. 

 

Well done to the 90 odd finishers across all distances. A special well done to the 

children who ran the 4.2 mile course with the youngest, George, weighing it at a 

mere 5 years old. He has a long career ahead.  

 

Thank you to the Crown and Garter for hosting and refueling and to Simon for 

organising this fine event. A perfect way to work off the festivities and show off  
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our welcoming village. Keep an eye out for the Gibbet Challenge on 5th July 2020. 

Often warmer, possibly wetter, definitely shorter (unless you chose to ignore the 

marshals) but equally rewarding.   http://gibbetchallenge.net/ .  

TdF 

POLICE UPDATE 

 

Our Community Police Officer, Joanna King, writes: “The team carried out two 

successful Tool marking events in the last month.  One in Lambourn and one at 

John O Gaunt school Hungerford.  In total we’ve marked approximately 100 tools. 

We are currently planning future dates to offer Bike and Tack marking as well as 

tools.  We have booked in another event in Lambourn on the square for the 1st Feb 

1100-1400hrs and another in Hungerford on the 20th Feb 1100-1400hrs.  Location 

for the Hungerford event is still to be confirmed but will likely be the car park at 

Howdens Charnham Street Hungerford.  These will be advertised and also posted 

on our social media platforms in due course. 

 

Date for your diary – Sunday 1st March sees the start of a regular rural “Have 

Your Say”, whereby our Mobile Police Station will be making pit stops in the rural 

villages in our policing area.  Therefore, we will be in the car park of the Inkpen 

Sports Pavilion between 1330 – 1430hrs. 

 

At the beginning of December, we finally took delivery of our new marked 4x4 

vehicle.  This will allow us to patrol the rural areas we have been struggling to 

reach, and better serve our most rural communities with a visible presence. 

 

I am pleased to report that there has been little reported crime in Inkpen. However, 

one crime of note was a report of lead being stolen from the roof of a Conservatory, 

sometime between 30th Dec and 2nd January.  

 

Please keep reporting stuff to us - We sometimes find that news travels fast round 

a community, especially via various social media channels but if no one tells us, 

we don’t know about it. You can report online at 

https://www.thamesvalley.police.uk , but if it is urgent please continue to call on 

101 (non-emergency) and 999 in an emergency.  Our team email address is: 

hungerfordanddownlandsnhpt@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk.  Please be aware this 

is not monitored 24/7 and should not be used to report a crime.  You can now follow 

us on twitter @TVP_westberks.  If you would like any further information or 

advice, please contact me on 07814852137 or email 

Joanna.king@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk.  

Please be advised I cannot take reports of crime over the phone.  These need to be 

reported using the online form or via 101.” 
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CHURCH SERVICES AND LESSONS FOR FEBRARY 

 
Sunday 2nd February 

Presentation of Jesus in the Temple 
Malachi 3:1-4; Hebrews 2:14-18; Luke 2:22-40 

 
  8.00 Kintbury Holy Communion Revd. M. Wilson  
  8.30 Inkpen  Holy Communion  Revd. T. Wood  
10.30 Enborne Benefice Service Revd. M. Wilson 
 

Sunday 9th February 
Matthew holds a party; Romans 5, vs 6-12; Luke 5, vs27-35 

  
  8.00 Kintbury Holy Communion Revd. M. Wilson 
  9.45 Kintbury  Holy Communion  Revd. M. Wilson  
  9.45 Inkpen Holy Communion Revd. T. Wood  
  9.45 H. Marshall All Age Worship Revd. J. Veasey 
  9.45 Enborne Matins Lay Person 
11.15 Combe Holy Communion Revd. M. Wilson 
11.15 W. Woodhay Joint Service at Combe 
 

Sunday 16th February 

6th Sunday after Epiphany 

Feeding the 5000; 2Cor, 9 vs 6-10; Luke 9 vs10-17 

 

  8.00 Kintbury  Holy Communion Revd. T. Wood  

  8.30 Inkpen  Holy Communion  Revd. M. Wilson  

  9.45 Kintbury  All Age Worship Revd. T. Wood  
  9.45 Enborne Holy Communion Revd. M. Wilson  
11.15 W. Woodhay  Holy Communion  Revd. T. Wood 
11.15 Combe Joint service at WW   
4.30pm Inkpen Compline Revd. J Veasey  
 

Sunday 23rd February 
Dinner at a Pharisees House; 1Peter, 5 vs 5-7; Luke 14 vs 1-14 

 
  8.30 Inkpen Holy Communion Revd. M. Wilson 
  9.45 Inkpen Insight  Revd. M Wilson  
  9.45 H. Marshall Holy Communion Revd. T. Wood 
  9,45  Kintbury  Holy Communion  Revd. G. Foulis Brown  
11.15 Combe Holy Communion Revd. M. Wilson 
11.15 W. Woodhay Holy Communion Revd. T. Wood 
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Wednesday 26th February 
Ash Wednesday 

Joel 2:1-2,12-17; 2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10; Matthew 6:1-6,16-21 

 

7.00pm Kintbury  Holy Communion   Revd. M. Wilson  

 

CHURCH CONTACTS 

 

 Priest-in-Charge: The Revd. Mark Wilson – Tel. 01488 491105; 

Mob: 07935550838; Email: markajwilson1@gmail.com. 
 
 Associate Priest: The Revd. Tim Wood – Tel. 01488 669261; 

Mob: 07927352847; Email: revtimothywood@gmail.com. 
 
 Benefice Administrator: Deborah Wilson, part-time (Tues & Wed) at the 

Benefice Office – Tel. 01635 226064; Email: wbboffice@gmail.com. 
 
 Churchwardens:  Inkpen:  Peter Bell (tel. 668395), Gerald Atkinson (tel. 

668375).  Combe: David Russell (tel. 668229), Katherine Astor (tel. 668284). 

 

CATHOLIC SERVICES 

 

Mass is at 9am every Sunday at Our Lady of Lourdes Church, Priory Road, 

Hungerford.   Weekday Mass is at the same church every Wednesday at 

10am.  Our Lady of Lourdes Church is now open during the week from 9.00am – 

4.00pm Monday to Friday.  For further information, contact Paul Burrough 01488 

668882, mobile 07836 292976 or email paul.burrough@talktalk.net. 

 

PARISH COUNCIL NEWS 

 

Planning applications for consideration this month are:20100135/COMIND 

Memorial Playing Field, Post Office Rd. general renovation and improvements 

(revision to approved scheme 19/00396/COMIND) – these plans are on the Inkpen 

website. 20/00048/FUL Quill Cottage, Craven Rd. replacement dwelling with 

attached double garage and annex above.   All planning applications can be viewed 

on the West Berkshire Council website www.westberks.gov.uk  

 

Updates on Parish Activity: the new parish website is updated regularly and if you 

wish to check on new information during the month please access 

www.inkpenvillage.co.uk  

 

Mobile Library: will call in Inkpen at Craven Rd. from 2.30 – 2.50pm and at 

Inkpen School from 3.05 to 4pm on 18th February and 10th March 2020.  Please 

support the rural service as we do not wish to lose it.  
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Junior Football Coaching: Oliver will be coaching on Saturday 1st February at 

Inkpen Playing Field at 2pm. Wear trainers please and ideally gloves as it will be 

on the tennis court again until the weather improves.  If you can help please contact 

the parish clerk – details below. 

 

Climate Change Emergency/Strategy:  WBC declared a ‘Climate Emergency’ in 

July 2019 and held a conference in October to highlight some of the challenges. 

Please respond to the draft ‘Environment Strategy’ consultation, which is on the 

West Berkshire Council website.  Please let the Parish Council know if there are 

specific initiatives that you wish to take forward as a village. 

 

Ditches & Watercourses:  Please can everyone take responsibility for clearing the 

ditches and watercourses adjacent to their property.  During this extremely wet 

weather it is important to maintain the flow of water and not to cause unnecessary 

flooding to neighbouring landowners.  

 

Byway 46:  The ditch at the bottom of the playing field has been cleaned to allow 

the water to drain off the field and into the ditch.  There are drainage pipes leading 

into the ditch that were blocked and did not allow the water to drain – this means 

that the path may be a bit muddy until the weather settles down. 

 

Great British Spring Clean:  Please note this event is scheduled for 20th March to 

13th April – it would be great to get Inkpen involved.  Thanks to those in the village 

who pick up litter regularly. 

 

Dog Mess:  To all dog walkers please observe the ‘country code’ and ‘pick it up’ 

as some dog owners are not acting responsibly and sadly it leaves the playing field 

unfit for games and leisure activities.  Please keep dogs under control when there 

is a football match on the playing field. 

 

Inkpen Parish Council meetings are advertised on the village notice boards and 

on the official village website in advance of the meeting - see 

www.inkpenvillage.co.uk .  The next meeting is on Wednesday 5th February at 

7.30pm and as always subject to councillor’s availability.  All Inkpen residents are 

welcome to attend.   

 

Gloria Keene,  

Clerk to Inkpen Parish Council (I 668960),    

Email: gloriakeene@hotmail.com  
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