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CHURCH LETTER 
 

 

Dear Friends,  

 

Black Lives Matter. Black lives matter.  Black lives really do matter. Let me say 

it again in case you missed it: BLACK LIVES MATTER 

 

Now, maybe you think I’m jumping on a political bandwagon here.  Or maybe you 

think “Religion and Politics don’t mix” – the Church should stay out of Politics.  

(People really do still say that.) 

 

Let me tell you a story about a friend of mine.  I think I’ll call her . . . Mollie. 

In this diocese the training for Licensed Lay Ministry (my role) is not quite 

identical to the training for ordination to priesthood.  Not quite – but close; we 

share most of the training modules.  So, we get to know each other quite well.  

Mollie is training to be a priest; I first met her in Reading, over two years ago, 

both struggling through a module on “Christian Discipleship”. 

 

Mollie is Caribbean.  Her dad was a minister in Trinidad.  Mollie told us once: 

“In Trinidad, family always eat together – but I can’t remember a single meal as a 

child when we were just family; my dad always had a waif or stray or homeless 

person or someone having bad luck or bad times who shared our family meals – 

and sometimes the family home.  That was just how it was.” 

 

Mollie has never doubted her faith or her Christian vocation – “it’s just how it is.”  

I’ve met her daughter, who regards her mother with exasperated affection – “it’s 

just how she is.” 

 

Mollie and I are again on a course together – studying the Book of Job in “The 

Old Testament” – an exploration of human suffering.  Earlier in June, at the 

height of the BLM international protests, and the day before the funeral of 

George Floyd, Mollie and I, with one other, were in an online discussion group.  I 

forget what particular aspect we were supposed to be discussing, it didn’t really 

happen and the tutor had the sense to leave us alone and let us just get on with 

talking and listening. 

 

“I rang Alan (the tutor) this week – and told him I can’t do this anymore, there’s 

no point in my coming, I can’t be a priest.” 

 

“?????” 
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“All that’s happening at the moment – you’re white, you just wouldn’t be able to 

understand – but you see, these are my people; it’s all happening to my people, 

and I can’t find it in my heart to forgive what’s being done to me and my people 

– and if I can’t forgive, then all that anger makes me feel that I shouldn’t become 

a priest.” 

 

We went on talking until we were called back to the main group, supposedly to 

contribute to whatever was the subject of the week.  That didn’t happen, but what 

did happen, for me, was a sudden elevation of understanding – from a generally 

sympathetic but, I suppose, rather detached interest in world events, to being right 

there, right alongside someone for whom it is a present and actual reality. 

 

Oddly, and unexpectedly, it seems to have contributed quite a lot to my 

understanding of the Book of Job and its focus on justice and righteousness and 

suffering.  It has also made me realise, I think for the first time that – no – if 

you’re white, with all the unspoken privilege that goes with that – you don’t, you 

can’t, understand. 

 

Black lives – like all our lives – matter. 

 

Jenny 

 

PS: Mollie’s last words on the subject: “Well OK, I’ll hang on in there – maybe 

God wants me to use all this anger – somehow.” 

 

 

NEWS FROM ST. MICHAEL'S 
 

Well, at last we are easing our way through to normality though what the new 

'normal' will be, goodness only knows.  But at least we can say that with effect 

from Wednesday 1st July we are allowed to open St. Michael's twice a week for 

personal prayer, meditation or just a moment of peace and quiet.  The days of 

opening are Wednesday and Sunday, and the times are from 9am to 4pm. 

 

All are welcome.  You will find an information notice in the Porch as you enter 

which we trust will make your visit a safe one.  For more than 800 years St. 

Michael's has been a place of worship and prayer at times of rejoicing, disquiet and 

sadness.  So, if you feel moved to enter, don't deny it.  Just come.  Be still and let 

the presence of the Lord fill your heart.      

 

 

 



 4 

 

CHURCH CONTACTS 
 

 Priest-in-Charge: The Revd. Mark Wilson – Tel. 01488 491105; 

Mob: 07935550838; Email: markajwilson1@gmail.com. 
 
 Associate Priest: The Revd. Tim Wood – Tel. 01488 669261; 

Mob: 07927352847; Email: revtimothywood@gmail.com. 
 
 Benefice Administrator: Deborah Wilson, part-time at the Benefice Office 

Email: wbboffice@gmail.com. 
 
 Churchwardens:  Inkpen:  Peter Bell (tel. 668395), Gerald Atkinson (tel. 

668375).  Combe: David Russell (tel. 668229), Katherine Astor (tel. 668284). 
 

 

THE INKPEN MARKET 
 

A number of people have asked me when the market will re-start given that, as of 

mid-June, indoor markets were permitted to re-open.   During lockdown I have 

given the market much thought. 

 

I believe that for the market to re-open safely, the virus needs to further 

recede.  The Village Hall is a small building and it would, in my opinion, be 

difficult for visitors to both keep socially distant and at the same time being able 

to comfortably browse the stalls. 

 

Many of the people who come to the market, be they shoppers or stallholders, are 

elderly, or at least in the over 70s bracket.  In my opinion, on both sides, there 

will be some reluctance to come along for quite some time. 

 

I have run the market since 2011 and have been involved with it for longer than 

that.   I have decided that now is the right time for me to pass on the baton to the 

younger members of Inkpen should there be any village interest in the market 

recommencing at some point in the coming months. 

 

If anyone, or a small group, thinks they might be interested and wants any 

information, please contact me, Josephine, on 01488 668 068. 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:revtimothywood@gmail.com
mailto:revtimothywood@gmail.com


 5 

 

INKPEN FOOD BANK 
 

Both Sophie and Claudia would like to thank all those who are donating to the 

food bank donation points in Inkpen. As a reminder, these are located in the 

telephone boxes at the Crown and Garter and the triangle in Lower Green. 

 

Please do keep donating - West Berkshire Food Bank say they are getting more 

and more enquiries from local families and individuals who are in need of help 

and therefore very grateful for our donations.  

 

We try and pick up most days and deliver to the food bank every week or 

so.  This picture was one of our drop offs…  a whopping 9 crates.   Cleaning 

products and toiletries are also welcome. Please no fresh produce. 

 

Thank you so much again, and please do think of us when you’re doing your 

shopping.  
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INKPEN PRIMARY SCHOOL 
 

It has been just over 3 months since we had to close our school and so much has 

happened in that time. We thought we were closing for everyone but it wasn’t 

long before it became clear that we needed to remain open for the children of key 

workers who attend the school.  

 

We felt that remaining open for the children here was preferable to moving to a 

local hub, something a lot of small schools did during this time. This resulted in 

Inkpen School’s dedicated staff were in every day, including over the Easter 

holidays, catering to a small band of key worker children.  

 

In the run up to the children returning we did a lot of work to ensure that we 

could provide a learning environment that was compliant with government 

recommendations. When June 1st arrived and we re-opened to Reception, Year 1 

and Year 6 I really did not know what to expect but we were delighted that the 

vast majority of children who were allowed to return, did.  

 

Since then, we have gradually added to our numbers where possible, all the while 

continuing to adhere to the government guidance. It has been so lovely to see how 

much the children have enjoyed being back, seeing all their friends and really 

wanting to learn. 

 

Next week we will have all year groups back for at least a day a week and my 

hope is that come September, we will be able to have all children back all of the 

time. 

 

A huge thank you is due to all the staff at the school, without whom this would 

not have been possible. 

 

 

THE CROWN AND GARTER 
 

The Crown and Garter team are very excited to announce that we're opening on 

Saturday 4th July for dine in and takeaway service, drinks & accommodation. 

We have social distancing procedures in place to ensure the safety of everyone 

and we would ask that you kindly work with us. 

 

We want all our guests to be able to enjoy the pub experience, even if you're not 

quite ready to join us in person. So, our entire menu is now also available to 
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takeaway (see pages 8 and 9). All takeaway meals need to be pre-ordered by 

calling 01488 668325, when you will be assigned a time slot for collection.  

 

If you would like to dine in, we ask that all tables are booked in advance. For 

those wishing to join us for a refreshing drink in the garden, feel free to walk in 

and we will be happy to serve you at your table.  

 

We thank you for your patience and look forward to welcoming you back! 

 

 

Opening Times – July 2020 

    

Pub (Drinks)    

Monday Closed   

Tuesday 12 -2 5.30-9.30  

Wednesday 12 -2 5.30-9.30  

Thursday 12 -2 5.30-9.30  

Friday 12 -2 5.30-10  

Saturday 12 -2 5.30-10  

Sunday 12 -4   

    

Kitchen & Hot Food Takeaway  

Monday Closed   

Tuesday 12 -2 6 -9  

Wednesday 12 -2 6 -9  

Thursday 12 -2 6 -9  

Friday 12 -2 6 -9  

Saturday 12 -2 6 -9  

Sunday 12 -4   

    

Honesty Inkpen Shop   

Monday Closed   

Tuesday Closed   

Wednesday 9 -2   

Thursday 9 -2   

Friday 9 -2   

Saturday 9 -2   

Sunday 12 -4   
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POLICE UPDATE 

 
In the update this time last year, I was able to report on attending the school fete 

and visiting the years 5 and 6 to talk about Internet Safety and Cyber Crime. Due 

to the Coronavirus pandemic this spring / summer has been very different and we 

have been unable to carry out any engagement within the community. Hopefully, 

with the easing of the Lockdown we will soon be able to get our mobile Police 

station to Inkpen to carry out a ‘Have Your Say’. I shall keep you posted. 

 

Over the last couple of weeks there has been an increase in Nottingham knockers 

in West Berkshire. From the Action Fraud website “A Nottingham knocker is 

essentially a door to door trader who tries to sell goods on the doorstep, often 

cheap household items. They will claim to be on a rehabilitation scheme trying to 

find work and may have a false trading permit or other forms of ID.” 

 

They are not part of any recognised rehabilitation scheme. They target vulnerable 

people who they can scam. They say those that go door to door often have long 

extensive criminal histories and anyone who gives them money may find 

themselves the target of other scams including rogue builders.  

 

There is a possibility that a ‘no cold calling’ zone can be set up in certain areas if 

there is sufficient interest from the community. This is something Action Fraud 

might be able to assist with. www.actionfraud.police.uk  0300 123 2040 

 

With the weather improving we could see an increase in theft from vehicles 

parked at beauty spots such as Combe Gibbet and other areas used by dog 

walkers and those out for a stroll in the sunshine. This year in particular due to 

the lockdown we have seen more visitors attending these locations. This crime is 

carried out by opportunists and you can reduce the risk of having your vehicle 

broken into by considering the following 

 

• Don’t leave anything in your car. Do not leave items of value in your 

boot.  

• Open the parcel shelf and leave the glove box open to show would be 

thieves there is nothing of value left in the vehicle. 

• Use well lit, secure car parks. 

• Don’t return to your car to leave purchases in the boot before continuing 

with your shopping as thieves may watch car parks. 

 

If you would like any further information or advice please contact me on 

07814852137 or email Joanna.king@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk 

http://www.actionfraud.police.uk/
http://www.actionfraud.police.uk/
mailto:Joanna.king@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk
mailto:Joanna.king@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk
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PLAYING FIELD TRUST UPDATE (IMPFT) 
 

Pavilion News 

 

Your money, and that of other charitable donors such as Greenham Common 

Trust, is being used for the benefit of our children and for the purposes of 

stimulating recreational exercise, the appreciation of our environment and for the 

general wellbeing of residents. This is something from which we can all benefit.  

We are now close to reaching our fundraising raising goal, it just needs that little 

extra push to get there. Please help if you can. 

 

We are on track and on budget to complete Phase 1 of the renovation next month.  

The transformation of the changing rooms and the extension looks amazing even 

at this stage in the works. It is all very exciting. The Phase 2 tender documents 

went out on 15th June and are due back on 1st July.  We very much hope that we 

can start the work on Phase 2 by August. 

 

Thank you to those residents who, following the last bulletin, made donations to 

this project. This is so appreciated.  Huge thanks also to Clare and Alexander 

McKeon who raised over £5,000 via Just Giving by walking a marathon in 

between home schooling – thanks to them and all their supporters. 

 

It is such a pity that Covid-19 restrictions have prevented us from holding events 

at the playing field or more widely in the village to generate the remaining funds 

needed but safety is our priority.  However, following recent changes to 

restrictions, we were able to raise just over £700, thanks to the generosity of 

Katherine Astor who opened her stunning garden on 14th June.  Thank you also to 

all those who came along. Every 10-minute slot was taken. Hopefully next year 

we can have an ‘Inkpen Open Gardens’ day again, just as we did last year. 

 

If you can donate to the pavilion renovation, or the woodland playground, please 

make a cheque payable to: IMPF Fund Raising and give it to Gloria Keene or 

Claire Jones. Or contact Claire for our bank details. All donations can be 

anonymous and every penny counts now and any donation is very much 

appreciated. 

 

We very much hope to have the pavilion completed by November this year. 
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Changing Rooms Renovation Status - 26 June 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Woodland Playground Crowd Funding 

 

https://communityfund.calor.co.uk/inkpenwoodlandplayground 

 

https://www.avivacommunityfund.co.uk/inkpen-woodland-playground 

 

£1 and your support of our page on these community crowd funding sites can 

help us raise the funds we need to build the Woodland Playground.  £1 and 

your support gives us the potential to get a grant of £5,000 from Calor Gas 

and £25 from an Aviva employee.  Please take a look at one or both of these 

sites and support us if you can.  The woodland playground will be a great 

asset to the village community but to get the support of either of these 

companies they have to see that the Inkpen community support this project.  

Thank you 

 

 

 

 

https://communityfund.calor.co.uk/inkpenwoodlandplayground
https://communityfund.calor.co.uk/inkpenwoodlandplayground
https://www.avivacommunityfund.co.uk/inkpen-woodland-playground
https://www.avivacommunityfund.co.uk/inkpen-woodland-playground
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Existing Playground News 

 

We very much hope that we can open the playground soon and we will advise 

you when this happens.  Once it is open, we will ask that you take with you hand 

wipes and sanitisers to keep the gates and the equipment cleaned before and after 

use.  It is clearly impracticable for us to manage the cleaning after each use, so 

you will need to take responsibility for this. We will also ask that only two 

families at a time use the playground. 

 

Paul Henry has kindly done all the repairs to the playground equipment as 

required by ROSPA which is very much appreciated. 

 

Contacts: Claire Jones (clairejonesimpt@gmail.com) or any of the other Trustees. 

 

 

CARPET BOWLS  
 

Regrettably, we have little to report as, like many of the local clubs, our meetings 

have been put on hold. With the easing of restrictions, we hope to be up and 

running soon with a few modifications to our arrangements to minimise any risk 

from Covid (well, I'm not so sure about the running but we will try to walk fast). 

 

New members are always welcome. If you would like more information then give 

me a call: 

 

Sandy on 01488 668336 or email -  sandy.r.wilson@gmail.com 

 

 

COPY DATE  
 

The summer edition would normally cover July and August. However, due to 

ongoing changes to restrictions we will produce an August edition to report any 

events and clubs which might be able to take place. The copy date for the August 

edition is Sunday 26th July.  

 

Please email aliedesforges@yahoo.co.uk or call 01488668496 with any features, 

news, events or ideas. Please remember, not everyone is on the Facebook...so 

spread the news via the Bulletin too.   

  

mailto:clairejonesimpt@gmail.com
mailto:clairejonesimpt@gmail.com
mailto:sandy.r.wilson@gmail.com
mailto:sandy.r.wilson@gmail.com
mailto:aliedesforges@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:aliedesforges@yahoo.co.uk
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PARISH COUNCIL NEWS 
 

Planning applications recorded this month by West Berkshire Council (WBC); 

20/00882/House, Copse View, Folly Rd – enlargement of front gable & 

construction of 3 front and 2 rear dormer windows – Refused by WBC Planning 

Section.  New Mill planning applications are pending further investigation by 

WBC and amended planning details for the cumulative effect on landscape and the 

surrounding area.  This follows significant local representation and the Parish 

Council request to look at the total number of applications and not individually in 

isolation.  The majority of the previous applications for New Mill fall within the 

Kintbury boundary for decisions by Kintbury Parish Council, with Inkpen as an 

adjacent parish.  New planning application for consideration, as an adjacent 

Parish, is 20/01338 Hell Corner Farm, Kintbury - change of use from agricultural 

to domestic. Proposed two storey extension to house, demolition of outbuilding. 

New double garage/car port and driveway.  All planning applications can be 

viewed on the West Berkshire Council website www.westberks.gov.uk  

 

Misinformation circulating in the village:  In order to correct some 

misinformation, it is important that residents are aware that the views expressed on 

planning applications by Inkpen Parish Council are those representing the Area of 

Outstanding Natural Beauty within which we live.  Further, the desire to protect 

the countryside by restricting development plans that represent a disproportionate 

enlargement, take account of wildlife heritage sites, wildlife, historic conservation 

areas and must concur with government planning legislation (NPPF) and the local 

authority local planning strategies.  Local residents’ views are also taken into 

consideration.  The final decision on all planning applications are the responsibility 

of West Berkshire Council planning section and Inkpen Parish Council is only an 

‘advisory’ consultee with no statutory powers. 

 

Bird Nesting Season – thank you to all those who have resisted cutting down trees 

and hedges during the period of April to the end of August.  Protection of the 

wildlife is very important.  Sadly, the Forestry Commission grant ‘felling licences’ 

and place the onus on the landowner to ensure that consideration is given to habitats 

and species.  This often allows felling to take place and is very upsetting to 

residents as so much of the wildlife and habitat is affected. Breech of the Wildlife 

& Countryside Act 1981 is a police matter as it is a criminal offence and should be 

reported.  

 

Covid-19:  During the Covid-19 pandemic and lockdown period, a big ‘thank you’ 

to the army of volunteers who have supported residents and of course to the NHS, 

Emergency Services and All Key Workers.  

http://www.westberks.gov.uk/
http://www.westberks.gov.uk/
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Inkpen Parish website (www.inkpenvillage.co.uk) contains all the latest 

information on the deadly Coronavirus, which is something that we are ALL going 

to have to live with until we have a vaccine.  This pandemic affects all of us to stay 

safe and stay alert.  It is extremely important that we all continue to observe good 

hygiene, social distancing and self-isolate and request a test if suffering any 

coronavirus symptoms.  Although residents may start to feel more confident and 

spend more time outdoors, we encourage all residents to be considerate to others, 

keeping a 2 metre distance from others where possible – no large outdoor 

gatherings are allowed. 

 

Level 3 Heatwave:  temperatures rose at the end of June rose to a sweltering Level 

3 heatwave and the effects can be harmful to health, particularly those with long 

term health conditions, the elderly and the young.  Please therefore refrain from 

lighting bonfires and look out for neighbours when the heat is on. Bonfires: WBC 

are asking residents to think of others during this period of lockdown – please 

consider alternative disposal methods.  Smoke and smell are a statutory nuisance 

under the Environmental Protection Act 1990.  Animals: Please be aware of the 

hot weather and the exposure of animals in non-shaded fields. There have been 

reported cases of horses exposed in the hot sun in fields without shade or water.  

 

Inkpen Parish Council virtual meetings are advertised on the village notice boards 

and on the official village website in advance of the meeting - see 

www.inkpenvillage.co.uk . The next meeting has not been arranged due to 

Government advice not to hold public meetings and as always are subject to 

councillor’s availability.     

 

Gloria Keene,  

Clerk to Inkpen Parish Council (I 668960),    

Email:  parishclerk@inkpenvillage.co.uk . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.inkpenvillage.co.uk/
http://www.inkpenvillage.co.uk/
mailto:parishclerk@inkpenvillage.co.uk
mailto:parishclerk@inkpenvillage.co.uk
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FANTASTIC FOXGLOVES  

 

 
 

It is hard to ignore the spectacular display of Foxgloves running to the side of 

Post Office Road, opposite the playing fields. The seeds were planted by the 

green fingered Bob May in Summer 2019. Although Foxgloves can lie dormant 

for some 50 years it appears these were keen to crack on and light up the road.    

 


